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St. John the Evangelist  
R o m a n  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  

 
Inspired by our Patron, St. John the Evangelist Roman Catholic Church in 

Center Moriches seeks to bring the light of  Christ to a world in need, so that 

as Christ has done, we may also do. From the celebration of  the Eucharist, 

we are sent forth to serve God and neighbor through ministries of  formation, 

education and outreach.                                  ñMission Statement 
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Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

July 18, 2021 

òWoe to the shepherds who mislead and scatter the flock of my pasture ó -

Jeremiah 21:1 
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SUMMER 

 

 Get Ready! Something different! 
5:30 -Gathering 

ébring a picnic blanket and have dinner on the lawn. 

6:00 p.m. ð Evening Prayer 
(Members of our high school/college community will provide babysitting for kids on the playground and 

on Turpin Field. If you are able to help or to supervise this, please e-mail mpirraglia@sjecm.org.  
  

Note: Exposition to end at 5:15 p.m. on these days  
 

A Seminarian Summeré 
This summer, we welcome back those priests and soon to be deacons who have 

served as seminarians in our parish! 

 THIS MONDAY ñ July 19 

Fr. Rafal  
We were blessed by Fr. Rafõs presence at SJE during the 

Summer of  2019.  He now serves as 

the Associate Pastor of  Our Lady of  

Victory Parish in Floral Park.  

 

We invite families with last names  

beginning with A -L to bring a dessert for 

our sharing table! 
Save the Datesé.Monday, July 26,  

Tuesday, August 24 and Tuesday, August 31. 
 

Sixth Annual 

Summer Evening Prayer  
Begins Monday, July 19, 2021  
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Faith Formation, Children's Liturgy of the Word and Family Liturgy 

SEARCHING FOR GOOD SHEPHERDS  

  

 Dear Parish Family: 
 This week, we are putting some focus on our Faith Formation program and asking you to consider 

becoming a part of this vital ministry in our parish.  What a weekend to talk about it too as both the first 
reading and the Gospel speak of the need for ògood shepherdsó. This means me and you!  
 I have been a catechist since I was in 8th grade. So for about 32 years I have attempted to serve in this 

role in working in special education in my home parish when I was 13, teaching 6th grade religion when 
I was 14, working with the RCIA and youth ministry all the way up to leading a small group in our  

Level 7 Faith Formation program last year. Each year with all of its opportunities for encounter certainly 
had its challenges but ultimately is a life giving experience.  

 We are blessed in our parish to have an incredible Director of Faith Formation in Michelle Pirraglia. 
In the nearly five years Michelle has been at this work she has redesigned curriculums, helped implement 

a vision of parent engagement, adapted to changing circumstances, trained and guided 

catechists, and handles the conflicts and challenges that come with change (and has to put 
up with me). This past year, particularly, Michelle helped to design an online  

Confirmation preparation program while moving our faith formation program to its next 
stepña family faith formation programñwhile adapting to celebrating the sacraments in 

different ways to keep everyone as safe as possible. SJE is pretty blessed to have Michelle 
in this crucial role for our parish. 
 As we begin to òopen upó again for a new year of faith formation, we need your help!   

We need parents, grandparents, young people, and parishioners from all walks of life to 
consider òpitching inó to serve. And...there are plenty of ways to 

do this so if youõre afraid of standing up in front of a classroom 
before 15-20 kids, donõt worry.  

 Confirmation Preparation. Our Level 7, Level 8 and Confir-

mation Candidate Preparation program (that takes place in the 
Fall) are all based on the Gospel of and Letters of John. We need 

parishioners to serveñeven at times with another personñas 
small group leaders. You would work to share faith with our young people based on a presentation or 

lesson presented to the entire large group. Then, you would try to stay connected in the weeks we donõt 
meet. The goal is not only to transmit faith but to form a small Christian community allowing young 

people to know they belong to the Church and are valued and beloved. 

 Family in Faith Program.  Families in Grade 1-6 participate in the Family in Faith program. Here 

parents come once a month to learn about important topics in our faith and then share that information 

with their children. (Itõs not quite that simpleé.but it attempts to bring families together in faith.)  We 
are in need of volunteers to assist at some of these events and to assist when we have events and  

moments that bring parents and children together, particularly in preparing our young people for  
Reconciliation and Eucharist.  The commitment in this part of faith formation varies so reach out to 
learn more. Rest assured that you are wanted and needed!  As there is no òhome-studyó program in 

Faith Formation, a great deal of help and support is needed.  
 In addition to our Faith Formation program, we are in need of additional parishioners to assist with 

Childrenõs Liturgy of the Word. Through this ministry, parishioners serve as shepherds by leading 

young people through the Liturgy of the Word at Mass.  They lead children out to the school after the 

Opening Prayer and then bring them back after the Universal Prayer. In between, they work to bring the 
Word alive for our young people.  To learn more you can reach out to rectory@sjecm.org or leave a  

FROM THE PASTORõS DESK 


