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St. John the Evangelist  
R o m a n  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  

Inspired by our Patron, St. John the Evangelist Roman Catholic Church in 

Center Moriches seeks to bring the light of  Christ to a world in need, so that 

as Christ has done, we may also do. From the celebration of  the Eucharist, 

we are sent forth to serve God and neighbor through ministries of  formation, 

education and outreach.                                  ñMission Statement 

Fourth Sunday of Lent  
You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. - Ephesians 5:8 

Copy of Copy of Christmas Toy Drive - Made with PosterMyWall (1).mp4
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PASTORAL  TEAM  

 
Reverend John Sureau 
Pastor 
jsureau@sjecm.org (ext. 105) 

Reverend Felix Akpabio  
Parochial Vicar 
fakpabio@sjecm.org (ext. 108) 

Reverend Michael Plona  
Parochial Vicar 
mplona@sjecm.org (ext. 103) 
 

John Pettorino  
Deacon 
jpettorino@sjecm.org 

Sr. Ann Berendes, IHM  

Director of Senior Ministry 

aberendes@sjecm.org (ext. 127) 
 

Alex Finta  
Director of Parish Social Ministry 

afinta@sjecm.org (ext. 119) 

Andrew McKeon  
Director of Music Ministries 
music@sjecm.org 

Michelle Pirraglia  
Director of Faith Formation  
mpirraglia@sjecm.org (ext. 123) 

Katie Waller  
Business Manager 
kwaller@sjecm.org (ext. 101) 
 

Our Lady Queen of Apostles  
Regional Catholic 
School 
(on the campus of 
SJE) 
2 St. John Place 
Center Moriches, NY 
631.878.1033 
www.olqany.org  
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS  
(in the Blue House) 

 

All appointments and office 
visits are by appointment only 
at this time.  

St. John the Evangelist Roman Catholic Churc h  
25 Ocean Avenue,   Center  Moriches,   New York 11934-3698  

631-878-0009 |  rectory@sjecm.org|  
 

UPDATED  
March 21, 2020  

 
Come and pray with us! 

SUNDAY MASS  

Livestreamed via Facebook Live: 

Saturday Eveningñ5 p.m./Sundayñ8 a.m. 
(Videos remain on Facebook after the live broadcast.) 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES   

Livestreamed via Facebook Live: 8 a.m. MondayñSunday 
(Videos remain on Facebook after the live broadcast.) 

 
While we will not have a  Sunday collection, we rely on your generosity in these 
days. Please visit www.sjecm.org and click òGive Onlineó or mail your envelopes to 

the office. Thank you to those who are already doing this so we can continue to pray 
and serve in these days. 

 
All parishioners are asked to make an Act of Spiritual Communion each day they 

cannot attend the Mass, even when watching online. 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love you above all things and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 

Come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace you as if you were already there 

and unite myself wholly to you. 
Never permit me to be separated from you. 

Amen.  
 

Come and  know Godõs healing of the sick! 
Please contact the Rectory (631.878.0009) for a priest to cele-
brate the Sacrament of  the Anointing of  the Sick with the seri-

ously ill or those preparing for surgery.  If  this is a serious medi-

cal emergency, please dial 631.878.0009 and press 9 or dial 
516.220.0987. Your priests are here to serve you, most especially 

in these times.   

(Continued on page 4) 
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Come and know Godõs mercy! 
As per the directives of  the Diocese of Rockville Centre, the Sacrament of  Reconciliation 

is not to be celebrated in any scheduled or communal way out of  concern for your health 

and safety. Those in need of the sacrament should contact the Parish Office. The priest on 

duty will set a time to meet you in the church building to hear your confession (face to 

face or behind the screen).  There are not and will not be any scheduled times for confes-
sions in the near future. 

 

Come to the quiet! 
The church building and Seton Chapel (located in the white convent building)  

are open from  

SundayñFriday: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.  

 Saturday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
for private prayer.  No devotions or communal prayers are scheduled or to take place dur-

ing these times.  

All who visit must wash or sanitize their hands before entering the worship space and 
keep a safe social distance from others.  

No more than ten people maybe in either space at any time.  As this situation develops, 

this may change. Please follow SJE Social Media for the latest updates. 
 

Come and spend some time with the Lord! 
Exposition of  the Blessed Sacrament is postposed until further notice. 

 

Come and spend some time with the Lord! 
The communal celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours is postponed until further notice. 

Those who wish to pray may visit unviersalis.com or http://www.ibreviary.com/m2/
breviario.php?fbclid=IwAR3Uf7_k5b0b791qiJL9PJ_LJeTBMnVRqCk-

cPMu3JfvMG8uC1_Ht2e_cXQ.  You may also download the app for your iphone or andri-

oid device. Those wish to pray may pick up a Christian Prayer book from the lobby of Se-

ton Chapel to keep in these days. 

 

 Come to know Mary, Our Lady Queen of Apostles  
The communal praying of  the Rosary is postponed until further. Each person who reads 
this is asked to pray the Rosary daily. Extra Rosary beads are available at the doors of the 

Church and Seton Chapel.  (Please clean them before use though they are new.)   

Not sure how to pray the Rosary? Click hereñhttps://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-
faith/scripture-and-tradition/devotions/praying-the-rosary  or click here and pray onlineð
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VtJM_V8scoo  

 

http://www.ibreviary.com/m2/breviario.php?fbclid=IwAR3Uf7_k5b0b791qiJL9PJ_LJeTBMnVRqCk-cPMu3JfvMG8uC1_Ht2e_cXQ
http://www.ibreviary.com/m2/breviario.php?fbclid=IwAR3Uf7_k5b0b791qiJL9PJ_LJeTBMnVRqCk-cPMu3JfvMG8uC1_Ht2e_cXQ
http://www.ibreviary.com/m2/breviario.php?fbclid=IwAR3Uf7_k5b0b791qiJL9PJ_LJeTBMnVRqCk-cPMu3JfvMG8uC1_Ht2e_cXQ
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/scripture-and-tradition/devotions/praying-the-rosary
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/scripture-and-tradition/devotions/praying-the-rosary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VtJM_V8scoo
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Lack of Sight, Hearing, Feeling 

NUMB  
Dear Parish Family: 

  It is all too much. You almost stop feeling, right? You become numb. We can find ourselves to feel 
any more. How can we be limited to our homes? How can we not have enough medical supplies? How 

can this be so overwhelming? What else is going to happen?   
  Yet, we are a people who feel. We feel pain. We feel loss. We feel empti-
ness. We feel isolation. We feel closings. We feel things being taken away or 

cancelled. We feel the darkness. We want to avoid it. Some of us go to great 
extremes to avoid the feeling. We want to stop seeing, stop hearing, stop sens-

ing. I spoke to a client I work with this week (via technology) and he said 
those words. Iõm starting to want to avoid all of this. I want to stop feeling. 

She wanted to be numb. 
  People of faith must feel. First, we need to feel the love of God. The Len-

ten journey is about re-claiming our identity as the òbelovedó of God. God walks with us in these days.  

We sense the signs of Godõs consolation even in the midst of the pain. We feel the silence (which can be 
good). We sense the light that is trying to break through these times. We cannot avoid the feeling. We 

cannot be blind or deaf to all that is happening. We must face it as the beloved of God. 
  It is sort of the story of the blind man in this weekõs Gospel.  He cannot see. He encounters Christ. 

He sees. The leaders are blind. His parents are blind. Even the disciples show some signs of blindness 
(Whoõs fault is it that he is blind?).  The blind man actually has the most vision of all of them. More than 
that, he hears who Jesus is and responds (John 9:37-38).  

  Since the beginning of Lent, we have turned off the Church bells. Beginning this Sunday after the 8 
a.m. Livestream Mass, we are going to start ringing the bells.  A priest I know from Chicago shared this 

idea from me. The bells will ring now at 9 a.m., 12 p.m., 3 p.m., 6 p.m. and 9 p.m.  At each time, I ask 

everyone to pause and say one of the prayers below. They come from the Archdiocese of Chicago.  
Whether you physically hear the bells or not, I ask you to stop at those times to remember each intention. 

(Weõll add a little more to the bells on the Solemnity of the Annunciation on Wednesday.) 
  Taking our cue from Chicago, I ask you to try and commit to the following: 

 

9 a.m. - Prayer for those infected with the virus and all who are ill  
Lord, place your healing hand on those who suffer illness. Bring them to full 
health and ease their anxious hearts. May our prayer and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary encourage them that they are not alone. We ask this in 

Jesusõ Name. AMEN  

 

12 p.m. - Prayer for health care workers and those  

attending to the sick  
Lord, we are ennobled by those who put their lives at risk in caring for the sick. 
Keep them safe and embolden them when they are weary. We ask this in Jesusõ 

Name. AMEN  

 

3 p.m. - Prayer for first responders and essential workers  
Lord, we pray for those who run to danger to keep us safe and those who serve the common good. Embrace them with 
your mantle of protection and comfort the fears of their families. We ask this in Jesusõ Name. AMEN  

FROM THE PASTORõS DESK 
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6 p.m. - Prayer for people of every nation and their leaders  
Lord, the pandemic opens our eyes to see each other as brothers and sisters in one human family. We pray for people of 
every nation and their leaders, asking that they be inspired to seek the good of all and quell the voices of division. We 

ask this in Jesusõ Name. AMEN  
 

9 p.m. - Prayer for those who have died today 
Lord, we grieve the passing of our sisters and brothers who have died this day. We commend them to your tender mer-
cy, confident that nothing, not even death, will separate us from your love. We ask this in Jesusõ Name. AMEN. 
 

I ask you to share this with those you know ðwhether they belong to SJE or not.  We all can be united in 

our prayer in these days. 
 

Who knows? Hearing the sound of the bells, stopping for a moment to pray, shedding a tear, seeing the 
Light of Christ in one another, feeling the warmth of His loveñwe might become a little less numb. You  

 
Peace  -  

 

 

! , 7-3 &#*. -30 +#"'! * .0-$#11'-, *1Ӌ 

Make a mask! 
We are asking all parishioners who are able to 

begin making masks for our health care providers 

in our local area. We are providing a pattern. 

Please drop them off  in the lobby of  Seton Chapel 

or by the Main Entrance of  the Church. We will 

pass them on to those who need them! You can get 

a sample pattern here: 

https://freesewing.org/docs/patterns/fu/instructions/  

 
(We have printed these directions and will leave them at the doors of  the 

church and in the lobby of  Seton Chapel.) 
 

https://freesewing.org/docs/patterns/fu/instructions/


March 22, 2020  

St. John the Evangelist  www.sjecm.org  Page 6 

LENT 2020  

LENTEN BACKPACK 
CHALLENGE  

Lenten backpacks may 
be left at the Main En-
trance doors of the 
Church . 
This year, on Ash Wednesday, we gave 
all who came to SJE a String  Backpack!  So you can have 

one but you need to take two! Bring one back filled with 
the items needed for our Street Ministryéand keep one for 
yourselféORé.bring two back for our Street Minis-

try.  Not only will these backpacks be a great way to return 
your donations, they are a huge help to those we minister 

to on Thursday nights.   
 

Each backpack will need to come back with some or all 

of the following:  
Womanõs underwear, Womanõs socks, Disposable razors, Small 
shaving cream, Quart ziploc bags\Gallon Ziploc bags, Dollar store 
feminine hygiene pads, Deodorant, Toilet paper 

 

Stations of the 
Cross  

In the days ahead, visit our 

Facebook page and YouTube 

channel for Stations of  the 

Cross and other devotions. 

 

Please cut 

out and share 

with some-

one you 

know  

who is home-

bound and 

may or may 

not be 

online!  
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PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY  
Alex Finta + afinta@sjecm.org +Director of Parish Social Ministry (631-878-0009 ext. 119) 

Sister Ann Berendes + aberendes@sjecm.org + Director of Senior Ministry (631.878.0009, x. 127) 

Christian Diconsiglio + cdisconsiglo@sjecm.org +Case Manger (631-878-0009 ext. 119) 

Jospeh Conklin + jconklin@sjecm.org +Social Work Intern (631-878-0009 ext. 119) 
Ministry of Consolation:  

Eve OõBrienñeveobrien@optonline.net + Helen Williams ñhannah51@optonline.net + Jeri Etenñjeten@optonline.net 

Communion to the Homebound: Kevin Both  - counts2n2@aol.com 

Respect Life Group: Maria Sikorañmsikora@sjecm.org  

Society of St. Vincent de Paul ð x. 173 ð svdp@sjecm.org  

If we are unable to assist you directly, we will be more then happy to connect you to resources that can help.  

Our office hours in the Red Barn are: 
During these days, please call to make an appointment.  

Our staff is here to serve you but not on campus at all times.   

Please call 631-878-0009 ext. 120 to make an appointment. Alternative office hours can be given  

upon request of appointment. 

Ernieõs Place (Food Pantry) -Monday 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., Thursdays 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

It is our hope to open Ernieõs Place at our regular times.  

SJE STREET MINISTRY  
As of today, March 22, 2020, the Street Ministry will attempt to serve those in need. We are con-

sistently in need of donations. These donations can be left in the lobby of Seton Chapel and the 

Main Entrance of the Church.  

 The Street Ministry is continuously serving 60-90 individuals and  
families every Thursday night, many of whom are homeless. We are  

tremendously grateful for all of the donations that continue to allow us to do this work. We are in need 

of the following: 
 

Jelly +  Blankets +  D isposable razors  +  Womenõs underwear/
socks Quart z ip lock bags +  To ilet paper  +  (Dollar store) fem in ine 

hyg iene pads     
 

Financial donations or gift cards to places such as the Dollar Store or Walmart are most welcome too. 
Checks may be made payable to St. John the Evangelist and donations can be left in the Parish Office. 

Donations may be dropped off outside the Parish Office or in the locations listed above. 

.  

 

Self Help Support Groups  
Please refer to NA and AA literature to determine the status of meet-

ings here at St. John the Evangelist and elsewhere in these days. 


