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Inspired by our Patron, St. John the Evangelist Roman Catholic Church in

Center Moriches seeks to bring the light of Christ to a world in need, so that
as Christ has done, we may also do. From the celebration of the Eucharist,
we are sent forth to serve God and neighbor through ministries of formation

education and outreach. A Mission Statement
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FROM THE PASTORO S

Shine like lights in the world...

Dear Parish Family:

Each year, when an election comes around we can easily feel the tension increase. When it is a
presidential election, it is all that much more intense. When it is 2020 and we reflect on all that we have gone
through, it is overwhelming.

| want to share a few thoughts with you about voting. While the ideas are relevant to the upcoming
election, they are applicable to any time we are asked to vote.

First, VOTE . Period. End of sentence. It is our moral obligation to vote after a time of prayer,
discernment and formation. Make sure you are registered. If you are uncomfortable going out on November
3rd, you can still apply for an absentee ballot or you can vote early. The listing of places to vote early in our
county (and maybe avoid lines or a wait on Election Day) can be found at the Suffolk County Board of
Elections- https://suffolkcountyny.gov/Departments/BOE.

Second, listen to the Church, not to those who say they represent the Church or who say they
represent t he G3votorthe $odrees. trecanttyhreicaivgd.a mailing from an organization that
had o6Catholicdé in its name. The mailing was design
representative of the Truth of the Catholic faith or filled with information about how to vote. Because an
organization or a commentator or even a member of the clergy uses or belongs to an organization containing
words | i ke olifed6, o0Catholicd, oOopeacey¢ ~v A~ ajoal
representative of the Truth of the Catholic Church. Unfortunately, many take Formqlg
advantage of these terms. For Catholics, we rely on the teaching body of the chuscConsciences
the Magisterium. This means we consider the entire Truth, not only areas we are
passionate about or comfortable with and those that challenge our way of thinking
and move us out of our comfort zone. | have purchased copieskdrming Conscienc r
for Faithful Citizenshfpom the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. (Theym
should be here by the weekend.) It was published in 2015 with an updated introduchAr
tion in 2019. We have been posting excerpts from the introduction and a prayer eac
week. Copies are available at the doors of the Church and you can read it online hfFaithlel
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful -citizenship/forming -consciences C- . h-
for-faithful -citizenship-itle. (Cut and paste this into your web browser.) 1tizens 1P

Third, Catholics are not single issue voters. Without a doubt, some issues are
imminently more important than others.We begin and end with human life and dignity . It always kind of
made sense to me that if one doesndt see the value
of that I|ife being born into the world, the rest o
house of cards that would quickly fall. At the same time, it makes sense to me that my advocacy for life
would not end at birth. We must fully consider the
well as its teaching on immigration and issues at the end of life (euthanasia, suicide, the death penalty, etc.)
and everything in between in forming conscience to vote for the common good.

In their Introductory Note to Faithful Citizenshjghe bishops state,

oln the United States and around the worl d, man)
remains our preeminent priority because it directly attacks life itself, because it takes place within thessanrctuary o
ly, and because of the number of lives destroyed. At the same time, we cannot dismiss or ignore other serious thi
man | ife and dignity such as racism, the environme

This is not an easy time on so many levels. Please take time in these weeks to review the teaching of the
Catholic Church, to pray for the gift of discernment to make the most informed choice you can make for the
common good, and please vote!

Letds pray that, |like our Gospel W cal
l ights in the worldé by how we witn s
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WHATO0OS HAPPENI NG @

Catholics in

., E 7 =
Public Life | ecture Series
/pm - 8:30pm @ School Auditorium

Come and learn more about the Church'’s teachings on the pivotal issues of our
contemporary age. Each session will include time for questions and discussions.
To RSVP email Icona@sjecm.org or call 631.878.0009 and leave a message in

the main office.

Oct 20

Conscience and the Common Good

Catholicism in the Public Square

Catholicism's Love of Nature and the Environment

“Faith in God's Son, who became man and who died for me, must make a mess, must disturb
us out of our complacency.” - Pope Francis
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ﬂ Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship 4
ﬂ The upcoming electiond as each election shoul@ calls us to deep discernment regarding the ch0|ce,s
¢ we make. The bishops of the United States of America wrokrming Consciences for Faithful Citize
q shipin 2015. They have published an updated Introductory Letter for our consideration. | ask that C%

» you read it and the entire document carefully before voting this year. You can access the entire d

{ ment here:https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful -citizenship/upload/forming -
. consciencedor-faithful -citizenship.pdf. '>
T hi's weekads X celmpt ‘

In the United States and around the world, many challenges demand our attention. The threat of
ﬂ abortion remains our preeminent priority because it directly attacks life itself, because it takes placb
| within the sanctuary of the family, and because of the number of lives destroyed. At the same time})
/q we cannot dismiss or ignore other serioust hreats to human life and dignity such as racism, the enw

ronmental crisis, poverty and the death penalty. Our efforts to protect the unborn remain as im-
\ portant as ever, for just as the Supreme Court may allow greater latitude for state laws restricting
abortion, state legislators have passed statutes not only keeping abortion legal through all nine
months of pregnancy but opening the door to infanticide. Additionally, abortion contaminates many
other important issues by being inserted into legislation regarding immigration, care for the poor, a
health care reform. At our border, many arriving families endure separation, inhumane treatment,
and lack of due process, while those fleeing persecution and violence face heightened barriers to ¢
ing refuge and asylum. Within our borders, Dreamers, Temporary Protected Status (TPS) holders,
and mixed-status and undocumented families face continued fear and anxiety as political solutions”
fail /to materialize. Lawmakersdo inability t @
edges the family as the basic unit of society has contributed to the deterioration of conditions at the
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grants in light of the teachings of Christ and the Church while assuring the security of our citizens. <
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> and peace. Draw us close to you in prayer as we discern your call in our families and communitie <
> to encounter all whom you love: those not yet born, those in poverty, those in need of welcome. In

7

\ you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen <
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Month of the Rosary Talk

October is the Month of the Rosary and
proud to host a talk on the Rosary by our very own Seminarian Louis! Come to the

sary and how it has influenced his own faith journey!

When: Monday October 19th at 7pm
Where: St. John the Evangelist Church
Who: Seminarian Louis
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! Merciful Father, Thank you for inviting each of us to join in your work of building the kingdom of Io{:, justic

church on Monday October 19th at 7pm to hear Louis speak about the history of the Rp-

2ek-

pa

border. As we seek solutions, we must ensure that we receive refugees, asylum seekers, and otheg mi-

Send u
Dire us
spond to the call to faithful citizenship, during election season and beyond. Help us to imitate your|gharity
/ compassion and to serve as models of loving dialogue. Teach us to treat others with respect, even\when w
/ gree, and seek to share your love and mercy. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who I|ve<and rei

t h


https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf
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Spirit Day 2020

a
a
a
B 'l will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from gBu." Jo
o]
a
o]

16:23

B While we were not able to have our "official" Spirit Day this
year, many of you were disappointed because we did not have

B our Spirit Day t-shirts, sweatshirts, etc. Our Spirit Day Commit-

Etee met and have put together a bunch of items for 2020!

EYou can purchase them here by filling out the form below or emailing
B rectory@sjecm.org or bringing this form to the Rectory. We will sell
E after Masses on the weekend of October 24th/25th but we realize eve-
B ryone may not be comfortable with this way of purchasing. If you do
B come to purchase in person on the 24th/25th, we ask that you bring a
G check, if possible, for the exact amount. Envelopes will be
B provided to place your cash or check in that weekend. We are going
B to order a limited amount so we can use resources wisely. If we run out of stock, y
Ewill be able to fill out an order form and we will order it for you.
K& Name

Phone # Email
B Please fill out with quantity desired:

SJE Masks: $8

SJE Magnet: $5.00

T-Shirts: $10
Small Medium Large XL

Long sleeve T-Shirt: $15
Small Medium Large XL

Crew Neck Sweatshirt: $22
Small Medium Large XL

Hoodie Sweatshirt: $28
Small Medium Large XL
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